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GRI Group’s associated businesses are engaged in: 


1. The development, manufacture and distribution of chemical 
Intermediates for Personal Care, Household Care, Pharmaceutical 
and Industrial applications. 

2. Design, development, formulation and contract packing of 
Personal Care products. 

3. Brand management and marketing of Personal Care, Toiletries 


and Cosmetics products. 


We are professional and passionate about relationships with our 
customers and suppliers and we provide World Class products 


and services around the globe. 
For more information: 
www.grigroup.co.uk 


+44 (0)114 2587060 
info@grigroup.co.uk 
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Sheffield Eagles 
620 Attercliffe Road 
= F-Talal-le-m Ler celiale, 
Sheffield, S9 3QS 


Tel: 0114 398 1998 
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Web: www.sheffieldeagles.com 
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Chairman: Chris Noble MBE 
Directors: Jeremy Levine, Mark Hannigan, 
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Office Staff: 
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Director: Mark Hannigan 
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Performance Staff: 
Director of Rugby: Mark Aston 


Assistant Coaches: Keith Senior & 
Ged Corcoran 


Player Performance Manager: Simon Vardy 


Lead Physio: Mick Heys 
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The Office 
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Body Management: Kay Humberstone, Steph 
Waller & Emma Wallace 

Club Doctor: Nick Stubbings 

Kit Manager: Brian Moore 

Match Day Statistician: Richard Pepper 
Website & Social Lead: Daniel Fowler 
Club Photographer: Alex Coleman 
Media Assistant: Lewis Coleman 
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Club Historian: Nigel Borham 
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Chair: David Butler 
Trustees: Adam Hughes, Rob Womack & 
Michael Hackett 
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Wish to provide content for the programme? 
Email info@sheffieldeagles.com. 
Photos by ADC Photography 
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/ TONKA BEAN ¥ 
Fall in love with the | oo 


power of plants 





LOTION HYDRATANTE POUR 
LES MAINS ET LE CORPS 


WITH NATURAL 
ESSENTIAL OILS 
OF PATCHOULI 
The [LOVE Naturals collection is formulated with MMERRM 











skin-soothing plant extracts and superstar natural / 98s | 100« | 
ingredients to nourish and indulge your skin. With goodness ., MATURALLY | RECIC\D 
inspired by nature, each expertly curated scent combines | 
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the beauty of botanicals, essential oils and natural extracts 
to replicate nature in its finest form. For people and for the 
planet, we aim for the highest percentage of natural 
ingredients in all our products, and this has never been 
quite as prevalent as in our Naturals collection. 


| LOVYE 


NATURALS www.ilovecosmetics.co.uk i WO) 








May I on behalf of everyone at the 
Sheffield Eagles RLFC extend a very 
warm welcome to Adam Pearson the 
Chairman of Hull FC RLFC together 
with his co-Directors, Brett Hodgson 
and his coaching staff together with 
all their spectators and of course the 
team to the Millennium Stadium the 
home of Featherstone Rovers for this 
afternoon’s game in the Challenge 
Cup (sixth round). 


| must also thank Mark Campbell and 
Martin Vickers for the help and assis- 
tance that they have extended to us 
to facilitate this game to be played at 
their ground. 


It is difficult to wish happy and peace- 
ful in these trying times. We have had 
two years of covid when everyone 

has been affected by this horrendous 
infection One way or another and then 
we are now observing the trials and 
tribulations of the people of Ukraine 
who are experiencing events and hap- 
penings that we Nave not seen since 
the end of world war two. | can only 
hope and pray that a solution to the 
problem is found soon and peace can 
be restored to that country. 


Now down to rugby. It is 2022 and 
that means Rugby League World 

Cup year and may | hope that we all 
get behind the Rugby League World 
Cup Team and give them all support 
that they need and deserve. Sheffield 
Eagles are holding a dinner with Jason 
Robinson and Pete Emmett on May 
the 12th at the OEC in Sheffield to 
start off the drive and show support 
for the Men’s and Wheelchair rugby 
league. | wish all the team the best of 
good luck and wishes. 


This afternoon’s game is our eighth 
game of the season and out of the 
seven games we Nave played we have 
won five and lost two. The two we lost 
were against Barrow and Dewsbury 
and | feel that we could have won 
both of them with a little more effort 
from the team. However | do not want 
to dwell on the two we lost but on the 
five we have won and in the last four 
game s we Nave put one hundred and 

















































eighty eight points over the line which 
is a tremendous effort. When the boys 
are playing expansive rugby it is great 
to watch. 


Last Sunday after a long trip up to 
Whitehaven we won 6 - 44. Our de- 
fence was solid and our attacking was 
brilliant a great team effort. We wel- 
comed Tom Holmes to our side who 

is on loan from Featherstone. We also 
welcomed to our side my old friend 
OLT to the side and as expected his 
quick feet and reading of the game 
was great to see again and added the 
icing On the cake for me in what was 

a great afternoon of sport played in 
the sunshine on a brisk spring day. It 
was a tough game and Whitehaven 
never took a backward step. May | also 
thank the Directors, staff and everyone 
who made us most welcome at White- 
haven and like all good sportsmen 
congratulated us after the game. 


The construction of the new stadium 
is progressing albeit there have been 
a few hiccups with material supplies 
that have delayed the opening and 
our return to the city for our home 
games. | feel sure that by the end of 
May we will be playing at our new 
home in front of our supporters. We 
have waited eight years a few more 
weeks will soon pass and we can then 
look forward to increasing our home 
support to the level we used to have 
before the demise of the Don Valley 
Stadium. 


Can | thank all our volunteers for 

everything they have done for the 
Sheffield Eagles over the years and 
your services are going to be required 
Just as much now that social distanc- 
ing has been eased. On behalf of the 
board of Directors may | thank you fo 
all your work, support and effort s 


May | wish you all a great afternoo 
please take care and keep safe. 


Enjoy the game 


CHAIRMAN CHAT 


CHRIS NOBLE MBE 
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TUBBY TALK 


MARK ASTON SPEAKS TO DAN FOWLER 
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It’s certainly been a while since I had to put some notes togeth- 
er for the programme! Firstly, | want to thank our loyal Eagles 
supporters who have been following the club on the road, not just 
for the start of this season but for what has been the past eight 
years. It has certainly been a long road but it’s one that is nearing 
an end as we move into the Sheffield Olympic Legacy Park for the 
Widnes game, live on Premier Sports, in May. 


Before we discuss the on-field action, I’d also like to thank everyone 
here at Featherstone Rovers for their hospitality as we looked to 
host this Challenge Cup contest against Hull FC. We were certainly 
running out of options so we are indebted to Martin Vickers and the 
staff at Featherstone for their generosity and understanding. These 
are the sort of games we cannot wait to host in the Steel City itself, 
welcoming a large following from a big club for what will undoubt- 
edly be a great game. 


We Nave enjoyed the past few weeks and Rave played some very 
nice football, as can be seen with the amount of points we have 
posted. Although our win over Hunslet Club Parkside wasn’t at all 
convincing, since then we Rave really put the foot on the gas. This 
hasn’t come as a Surprise to us as we Nave been able to play on dry 
tracks. 


We welcomed Quentin Laulu-Togaga’e and Tom Holmes into our 
squad for last week’s win at Whitehaven. It was unfortunate that 
we had Izaac Farrell sidelined early on due to a head injury but Tom 
certainly filled the void and our attack looked in brilliant shape. 
What impressed me most, and probably made the performance 
our best so far, was the defence. Whitehaven, despite being a man 
down for an hour, looked dangerous but our defence held firm - 
keeping them scoreless from the fifth minute Onwards. 


Regarding the visit of Hull, we know the dangers they pose and it 
doesn’t matter who is selected. But this is the Challenge Cup and 
we know a thing or two about this competition! | just want our lads 
to go out there and play how they Nave been in the past few weeks. 
We haven’t come up against anything like the quality of today’s 
opposition but we want to put on a good show for those in attend- 
ance. 


Once again, thank you very much for your support and patience 
during the tough times. It has been appreciated by myself, the 
coaching staff and of course the players. 


Enjoy the game. 


Tubbs 


Barnsley & Rotherham 
Chamber of Commerce 


Business. Always Business. 





TO SUPPORT 
EVERY 








Call us today on 


And let's talk about how our membership can benefit your business 


Membership of Barnsley & Rotherham Chamber is about supporting your business and 
helping your organisation flourish and grow in today's markets. We are continually striving to 
bring our members new services to actively support their activities and enhance the benefits 
they receive from their Chamber membership. 





Well, what a start to 2022! 


Firstly, welcome to all the Players, Staff, Direc- 
tors and Fans from Hull FC. It is quite fitting 
we drew Hull in this round of the Challenge Cup 
as we actually drew Hull FC in 2020 before the 
season was cancelled due to COVID 19. 


We have had some big changes at The Club 
this year and things are progressing well with 
the Olympic Legacy Park and we are working 
towards the 23rd of May. | would like to thank 
everyone for their support of the club and the 
understanding around the stadium delay and 
having to play on the road again for a couple for games. It is short term; it is only a 
minor issue, and we will be home soon. 





Before | talk about the commercial side of the club, | would like to start by thanking 
Liam Claffey for all the work he has done to get this club where it is today. Liam 
departed in January and everyone at the club wished him all the best in his future 
endeavours. 


We have launched a number of initiatives already this year which have been well re- 
ceived from the feedback we have to date. Many of our fans have now picked their 
seats in the new ground. There are still plenty left if you have not picked yours as 
yet. For anyone that has reserved a seat, your card is ready to collect in the office. 


We have also launched a number of events for the years. Our ever-popular busi- 
ness lunches are back bigger and better than ever. We have received some great 
feedback from our February luncheon and July’s is shaping up to be just as good! 


We also Nave our Golf Day taking place on the 16th of May at Wortley Golf Club. 
This promises to be better than 2021! 


Finally, we have our halo event for 2022. On the 12th May we welcome the World 
Cups to Sheffield for a dinner celebrating the tournament coming to England and to 
Sheffield. All three trophies will be at eth event and our guest speaker will be dual 
code international, Jason Robinson. To book your places at The OEC please 


contact Natasha Burt on 0114 398 1998 or email natasha.burt@sheffiedleagles.com 


lam really pleased to welcome Natasha to the team here at The Club. She will be 
focussing On Our ever-growing events schedule and assisting me with our match- 
days. 


Finally, a big thank you to everyone who has supported us and worked with us in 
the run up to this season and the club finally moving home. | would specifically like 
thank all Our sponsors and partners for their continued support. 


| hope you enjoy the game! 
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SteelPhalt has been developing and manufacturing high 
performance asphalt products for the UK roadmaking 


industry since the 1960's. 


Based in South Yorkshire, SteelPhalt is ideally located to source slag 
cost-effectively from the surrounding steel industry - a sustainable 
way of making asphalt since at least 95% of the product Is recycled. 


With a reputation for first class products matched by a commitment 
to innovation and sustainability, SteelPhalt works in partnership with 
councils, local authorities and contractors nationwide to deliver 
durable roads for a sustainable world. 


Within our 7 brands we have asphalt products for every situation 
& application... from pot hole repairs to hazardous intersections! 


Making Roads Safer 


SteelPhalt, Sheffield Road, The Ickles, Rotherham, South Yorkshire S60 1DR 
Tel: +44 (0) 1709 300500 Email: info@steelphalt.com 
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Well here we are, the first programme write up of the year and we’re 
already at the end of March! It’s felt like along start to the season 
before we get to play a ‘home’ fixture (so to speak!) but aside from 

a couple of stutters it’s been a positive start with some room still to 
improve. 


First of all | thought it worthwhile touching on our pre-season prep given 
the shorter turnaround than usual. This put us under a little more stress 
with a new group to get to know them and get out what we needed 

in the quick, 3 month pre-season. We structured a clear 3 Phase plan 
both in terms of the on- and off-field prep with progressed transitions 

in the field conditioning model to compliment the technical and tactical 
work by the rugby coaches. Coupled with this, our gym based S&C work 
built right through strength, power and speed phases heading into that 
round 1 game up at Barrow. We were well aware that we wouldn’t be 
firing on all cylinders by round 1 and there would still be some building 
to go. All in all though we were probably in a better place than expect- 
ed from my point of view to start the season and we’re still progressing 
which is great to see from the players after a challenging start to the 
season. 


On the subject of a challenging start to the season, Managing Our prep 
through weeks of away games has been integral to Our success so far. 
The players have handled the stress of miles of travel extremely well, 
plus we’ve got all our Cumbria trips out of the way already which will be 
helpful later down the line. 


Exciting times ahead playing a Super League team in the Challenge Cup, 
still in the 1895 Cup draw and a return to OLP on the horizon! 
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SAMARITANS 


samaritans.org/sheffield 


A registered charity 








WELL DONE! 


Well what a couple of years it has been for all of us. Social distancing; working 
from home where possible; illness, physical and mental; loved ones who are no 
longer with us and the uncertainty of what the future has for us individually, as a 
household, workplace & nation. 


No doubt you have at some time wondered if things would ever get back to normal 
or like it used to be or not. Looking back to the early days of the pandemic, 7pm 
every Thursday evening standing outside with our neighbours showing our grati- 
tude for the NHS Workers and other key workers by applauding for 1 minute was 
something | will never forget. 


Saying ‘well done’ to people is something we can all do; and | would like to say it to 
all of you here today, whether you are an Eagles fan or a Hull fan. Well done getting 
through these last two difficult years. Thanks for standing by your family, friends, 
work colleagues and your Rugby Club. A Big thank you to all the Eagles Backroom 
staff, players and fans for all you’ve done during this testing time to keep the club 
going. 


Benjamin Franklin said: ‘Well done is better than well said,’ 


I’m sure like myself you have had some dark days especially if you have experi- 
enced loss of a family member or friend during this time and had to navigate that 
loss through the pandemic. Not an easy thing to process at the best of times, never 
mind during the restrictions we have had to work through. 


One of the key things Linda & | have seen with the charity we manage is the impor- 
tance of creating a safe place for people to have an opportunity just to talk about 
what is going on in their lives whether at home or work. If you feel you could bene- 
fit by a 5O minute non-directive, non-judgemental chat, please feel free to contact 
me via the club. 


Carlos Ghosn said: ‘Any job very well done that has been carried out by a person 
who is fully dedicated is always a source of inspiration,’ 


Well done everyone: keep being an inspiration to your communities. 


Enjoy the Game 











DF: It’s our first home game of 
the year, despite being at Feath- 
erstone, and we’re against Super 
League opposition. How big an 
opportunity is this for the club? 


AT: It’s massive and that’s what 
the Challenge Cup is all about. 
Whether you’re an amateur club, 
a semi-pro side, you want to be 
playing the Super League teams. 
Hopefully it’ll be an enjoyable day 
and that the scoreboard doesn’t 
run away from us too much. It’s 
always nice to play a Super League 
side. 


DF: | know you didn’t play 
against Parkside but we’re on 

the opposite side of the coin now. 
They pushed us hard and we now 
get the chance to do that against 
a top tier club? 


AT: The difference is colossal - no 
matter who Hull FC will be playing 
in what position, they’re full-time 
athletes and it’s their full-time job. 
As Tubbs has said, we’re under no 
illusions and there is no pressure. 
We want to go out there and en- 
joy ourselves. Of course we want 
to do well and put our best foot 
forward. 


DF: We have quite a strong Hull 
contingent, how much does that 
play a part, if any, in leading up 
to this? 


AT: | wouldn’t say so much. There 
are a few of us that were around 
the Hull clubs in our early days but 
for some, that was years and years 
ago. It won’t play too much of a 
part. We still have a few mates in 
there so it’ll be more of a personal 
thing rather than a team thing. 


DF: We have had a good month 
or so on the field, how good is it 
when the lads are playing with 
such confidence? 


AT: It’s awesome. We Rave started 
to click over the last few weeks 
and we Rave had some honest 
conversations about some of our 
performances. We have set some 
goals each week and we take it 
one game at a time. Looking back, 
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if we had been a bit better in 
those two games that we had 
lost we’d be sitting near the 
top of the table. We knew we 
weren’t a million miles away 
once the pitches started to firm 
up. We have some fantastic 
players at Sheffield. We didn’t 
have any pre-season friendlies 
and it probably takes you five 
or six weeks to really hit your 
straps anyway. 


DF: It’s an exciting time for 
the club with the new ground 
around the corner. How im- 
portant is it to keep playing 
the way we are, in an enter- 
taining fashion, as we enter 
that new era? 


AT: That’s what we play rugby 
for - to enjoy it and express 
ourselves. You can lose track 
and focus of that and there will 
be times in a game where you 
have to get back to basics, take 
five drives and a kick. It’s few 
and far between for us as you 
don’t want to go out there and 
play a boring type of rugby. 
You've got to enjoy yourself 
and if you can back yourself 
with that skill, hopefully it’ll put 
a few more bums on seats and 
people will come and enjoy it 
rather than watching the same 
old stuff that is coached out of 
teams now. 





Claydon Accountancy Limited 
www.accountants4you.co.uk 


Accountancy Services 
Taxation 


Payroll 
Business Advice 


"We are the integral missing 
link you are looking for 


T:01226 901010 


info@claydonaccountancy.co.uk 


34 Victoria Road, Barnsley, S70 2BU 







































Welcome back to our first “Home” game of the 2022 season. Much 
like all of you | was looking forward to starting the season in our new 
home, but unfortunately circumstances have dictated that this is to be 
delayed. 


After stuttering a little, on the whole we’ve had a good start to the sea- 
son. Some good results and at times outstanding performances both in 
attack and defence, showing a much tougher mindset at times than we 
have had recently. With several new faces in the squad it will take some 
time to gain consistency in our performances, but we are travelling in the 
right direction. It was alSo good to see QLT back in the red & gold again, 
his experience & ability can only be beneficial for us. 


We had a good pre-season this year although somewhat different in the 
practicalities as we had limited access to the pitch at OLP and split ses- 
sions between two bases, the other being Sheffield University’s Goodwin 
Sports Centre. However, the relatively mild weather helped it not feel like 
too much of a slog. Attercliffe seems to have a microclimate of its own 
and pre-season without shivering in sleet, snow and downpours in the 
wind that blows along there is almost pleasurable! 


Unfortunately, we have also suffered a few mid to long term injuries to 
players who would Nave played a big part in this season for us. It looks 
like the rehab team will be busy from now on. At the moment shoulders 
seem to be this year’s injury. They can range from relatively minor AC 
joint sprains through impingement & rotator cuff problems to disloca- 
tion of the gleno-humeral / shoulder joint itself. It is surprising how most 
years seem to have almost an injury theme, a few years ago we had a 
rash of cruciate injuries in the knee, hamstring strains another year and 
shoulders again. Sometimes we need to look at the training and adapt 
to avoid overuse problems but most of the time these are unforeseen 
events that happen in sports such as Rugby League and that is one of 
the risks in playing. 


Enjoy the game today, it’Il be big test of 
our new squad. Looking forward to see- 
ing you all back at OLP for a true Home 
Game. 
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Sheffield Ea- 
gles continued 
heir impressive 
Scoring form witha 
Similarly brilliant de- 
fensive display as they 
conquered Whitehaven 
6-44 at the LEL Arena. 


Debuts were given to Quentin 
Lau- lu-Togaga’e and Tom Holmes, 
the former scoring two tries and the 
latter kicking six goals as he was dCraft- 
ed into the action in the early stages 
due to an injury to Izaac Farrell. 


Matty Chrimes backed up his four-try 
performance against Crusaders with 
two more in Cumbria. 


Experienced trio Ben Jones-Bishop, 
Anthony Thackeray and Kris Wel- 

ham all crossed the whitewash and 
Vice Captain Joel Farrell also added 

a four-pointer in the first half before 
having his afternoon cut short due to 
a red card, something Whitehaven for- 
ward Guy Graham also received earlier 
in the contest. 


The hosts went into the lead inside 
the first five minutes courtesy of an 
Alex Bishop penalty goal. Ryan King 
extended the advantage with what 
would be Haven’s only try of the con- 
test. 


Laulu-Togaga’e made his mark with a 
customary jink and jive to the try-line 
as Sheffield got on the scoreboard 
after 14 minutes. He may Nave lost 
some pace but still ended up being 
two steps ahead of the opposition. 
Holmes, who had come on for Izaac, 
converted to level the scores. 


Just five minutes later, Graham was 
sent off for dumping Joel on his head 
with a tip tackle. If that didn’t upset 
the Haven crowd, Joel scoring on the 


LAST TIME OUT 


EAGLES VS WHITEHAVEN 


next set certainly did! The back-rower 
was too strong from close range and 
Holmes was able to add the extras. 


Jones-Bishop was next over the white- 
wash for the Red and Golds, on the 
stroke of half-time, with an acrobatic 
effort. Holmes’ conversion attempt 
strayed wide but the Eagles will have 
been happy enough with a two-score 
lead heading into the break. 


Half-time - Whitehaven 6-16 Sheffield 
Eagles 


In the opening couple of sets of the 
second half for the Eagles, they had 
got into the Haven half before further- 
ing their lead through Welham. From 
a scrum play, QLT took the ball to the 
line before hitting the onrushing cen- 
tre who touched down. Holmes’ effort 
from the tee went wide. 


Two tries in consecutive sets all but 
sealed the win for Sheffield with 20 
minutes to go. OLT was at the heart of 
both, setting up Chrimes with a deft 
offload in the tackle before finishing 

a move which saw Joel cut through 
the Haven defence. Holmes converted 
both attempts. 


Despite a red card for Joel on 65 
minutes following an incident in the 
tackle, the Eagles defence held firm as 
Jonty Gorley’s men tried to get into 
double figures. 


Sheffield finished with a flourish; 
Thackeray notched his customary 
effort with a run to the line and a step 
past the full-back, Chrimes ending 

the game with his second score as he 
intercepted a Haven pass. Holmes was 
again successful with the two goals, 
capping off a great debut for himself. 
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OFFICE & EDUCATIONAL 


FURNITURE 


Schools, Offices and Hospitals all over the UK benefit from our well-designed, durable furniture. 
From ergonomically designed seating solutions to integrated storage and workstation solutions, 
we have a wide array of options available for every need. 

Over many years, we have worked with our partners to deliver projects on time and on budget. 
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01226 733383 www.osiofficefurniture.co.uk www.osischoolfurniture.co.uk sales@osi.uk.com 
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Hull FC come into to- 
day’s round clash aiming 
to reach the quarter-final 
stage of the Betfred Chal- 
lenge Cup. 


Last year’s Challenge Cup semi-fi- 
nalists have started well in 2022 
and after six league games, Hull sit 
5th in Super League, with four wins 
and two defeats. 


Today’s visitors started with a win over 
Wakefield before a defeat to reigning champi- 
ons St Helens. 





The Black and Whites comfortably beat Salford before 
their loss to Castleford but wins over Leeds Rhinos and Huddersfield mean Brett 
Hodgson is targeting a third successive win this afternoon. 


Brett Hodgson endured a difficult start to life in East Yorkshire last season with his 
side finishing outside the top six in 8th position in 2021. 


Darnell McIntosh, Kane Evans, Joe Lovodua and Luke Gale were welcome additions 
to the MKM Stadium in the offseason, with the latter kicking a match-winning Chal- 
lenge Cup Final drop-goal for Leeds Rhinos in 2020. 


Today’s visitors enjoyed a narrow victory over Huddersfield Giants last time out. 


FC led 6-0 at the break thanks to Mitieli Vulikiiapani’s converted opener before Ben 
McNamara added a penalty goal after the break. 


Forward Andre Savelio’s try on 58 minutes was converted by McNamara which 
gave the hosts a three-score lead. 


Huddersfield’s Will Pryce was sent off at the 14-0 stage following his horror tackle 
on Connor Wynne. 


The Giants did offer a nervy ending for Hull though when Chris McQueen dived over 
in the final 10 minutes of the contest. 


Hull FC head coach Brett Hodgson has start- 
ed his second season with the Airlie Birds well 
after joining the club before the start of the 
2021 season. 


The former New South Wales representative 
enjoyed a career in the UK with Huddersfield 
Giants and Warrington after 11 years in Aus- 
tralia. 
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Jake Connor 


FC starman Jake Connor has enjoyed a bril- 
liant start to the 2022 season. 


The England international has registered 
12 assists in five games, the most in Super 
League. 


Well-known for his off-the-cuff quality, Connor 
will have to be kept quiet if Sheffield are to 
have any joy this afternoon. 


Adam Swift 


Speedy winger Adam Swift is our second one 
to watch this afternoon. 


The former St Helens man joined the Black 
and Whites in 2020 in the search of regular 
minutes after becoming out of favour with 
Saints. 


The 29-year-old has shown his quality in Super 
League throughout his career and displayed 

it to the Eagles fans in 2018 in a brief spell at 
the club where he scored three tries in four 
appearances for Mark Aston’s side. 


Danny Houghton 


Hull FC hooker Houghton is in his 15th year 
with the club after his first appearance in 
2007. 


Now 33-years old Houghton has amassed over 
375 appearances for his hometown club. 


If selected, Houghton will be looking to take 
advantage of any quick play-the-balls today 
and use his experience to guide the Hull team 
into the quarter-finals of the competition. 
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A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY 
CORPORATE AND PERSONAL PLAYER PREMIER KIA EXTRA TIME SPORTS BAR 


SPONSORS FOR THEIR CONTINUED LIZ ELFLEET ALISON & CARMEN 
SUPPORT! 
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AWAY WE GO CAFE PINDERS PEACH WILKINSON IFM INSURANCE 
IAN & JACKIE SWAIN GEOFF & MAUREEN HAMMOND ANDY TYERS JACK SMITH 
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SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY 
ELMO HOUSE FINANCIAL BROOK CORPORATE GSP SysieEMs CLAYDON ACCOUNTANY 
TONY BUCKINGHAM JENNY CROFTS GOLDEN FUTURES DEAN MITCHELL 





12. JOEL FARRELL 13. EVAN HODGSON 14. VILA HALAFIHI 15. MIKEY WOOD 


SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY 
BARNSLEY & ROTH. CHAMBER GRI GROUP HARMONY MUSIC SCHOOL VOOT TELECOM 


DANIEL CROFTS ALEX & SANDRA MERCER DEAN CROSSLAND GERALDINE INGHAM 
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SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY 
BLIS-SOX FAB TEK INSTALLATIONS DYNASTY DENTURE SOLUTIONS 
JIM HAWKSWORTH STEVE DICKINSON FRANK WORRALL 





21. RYAN JOHNSON 22. MATTY CHRIMES 23. BAYLEY LIU 
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AFFINITY IT 
STEVE DICKINSON IN MEMORY OF DAVE MAPPIN STEVE DICKINSON 


INNOVATION SUPPLIES UBIGUEB EXPRESS 


25. KADEEM WILLIAMS 26. BEN SHEILS 


SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY 


SESA SOUTH YORKSHIRE CHAPLAINCY GRI GROUP 
PERSONAL SPONSOR AVAILABLE & LISTENING SERVICE IAN SWIRE 
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19. KRIS WELHAM 


SPONSORED BY 
ALBION DETECTION 
GEORGE & BRENDA BETTS 


24. WILL WALLIS 


SPONSORED BY 
HANLON & WRIGHT 
PERSONAL SPONSOR AVAILABLE 


28. TOM HOLMES 


SPONSORED BY 
CAISTOR LAKES 
PERSONAL SPONSOR AVAILABLE 
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Sheffield Eagles 
Women’s team 
will make its debut 

in the RFL’s League 
One competition 
ith an opening fixture 
against Rochdale Hornets, 
which means that all three 
of the club’s Men’s, Women’s 
and Wheelchair sides made 
their debuts against the Rochdale 
club. The league commences on Sunday 
10th April with the game being played 
at Sheffield Hallam University Sports 
Park, with the team’s home games 
then being split evenly between the 
Olympic Legacy Park Stadium and Mos- 
borough RFC. From 2022 it is planned 
that as many games as possible will be 
played at the OLP. 


The team has been training on Friday 
nights at Hillsborough College since 
the start of the year and will switch 
to Wednesdays at Forge Valley School 
from the 6th April 7.00pm to 8.30pm. 
New players are still welcome and 


should contact andrea.dobson@eagles- 
foundation.co.uk or call 07986 954 854. 


The team was launched in January with 
current England international Jodie 
Cunningham in attendance. “Women’s 
Rugby League has grown from strength 
to strength in recent years and it is 
fantastic to see this growth expanding 
to include the famous Sheffield Eagles 
name?” she said at the time. 


“2022 provides a brilliant opportunity 
to capitalise on the excitement of the 
Rugby League World Cup and inspire 
women and girls in Sheffield to get 
involved in the sport and I’m delighted 
to be there at the start of this exciting 
venture!” 


Additionally a girls training session will 
start for girls of all ages on Wednesdays 
starting from 6th April, 69m to 7pm, at 
Forge Valley School with a view to com- 
mencing a girls team for girls who can 
no longer play in the boys leagues once 
they have reached the U11s age group. 
The sessions will be run by volunteers 
from the women and girls and inter- 
ested players should get in touch with 
Andrea Dobson on the same details as 
above for more details. 

















The 
Sheffield 
Eagles 
Wheelchair 
Rugby League 
team started its 
competitive season 
In March having 
aunched in June last 
year. The team made 
their debut in November 
in a friendly away to Roch- 
dale, losing 40-8 before a sec- 
ond friendly in Sheffield at the 
start of the year against Cham- 
snship Champions Warrington which 
ae team lost 16-54. 


The team are entered into the Champl- 
onship North which sees them take on 
North Wales Crusaders A, Dundee Drag- 
ons, Bradford Bulls, Mersey Storm and 
Rochdale Hornets before the leagues 
are redrawn in a format similar to the 
“8s” that took place in the running game 
a few years ago, depending on perfor- 
mances, to ensure that the leagues 
remain competitive. The club will also 
compete in the Challenge Cup which 
takes place in festival format on 15th 
May to determine the two finalists and 
the Peacock Cup tournament, a charity 
event on 22nd May in North Wales. 


It has been a tough couple of outings for 
the Eagles who lost 74-6 in their opening 
fixture away to North Wales Crusaders A 
and went down 4-110 to Bradford Bulls 
at home last weekend, but the Eagles 
will be hoping to get a first win on the 
board when they face Rochdale Hornets 
tomorrow, Sunday 27th March, 2pm Kick 
Off at Sheffield College’s Hillsborough 
Campus, with the game being Roch- 
dale’s first game of the season. 


Despite the tough results, the team have 
turned many heads, with an average of 
17 players training every Monday they 
have one of the largest participating bas- 
es within Wheelchair Rugby League and 
there is a very positive mood amongst 
the group of players, which sees people 
with disabilities play alongside those 





without disabilities in a mixed gender, all 
ages competition. The Eagles squad has 
players aged from just the age of 9 play- 
ing alongside players with international 
experience, making it one of the most 
inclusive sports in the city 


North Wales Crusaders A 74 —6 
Sheffield Eagles 


Crusaders racked up a 52-0 first half lead 
with Dan Clarke on impressive form, giv- 
ing the fledgling Eagles a huge mountain 
to climb in the second half. But with a re- 
focus at half time, the Eagles regrouped, 
keeping the home side’s second half 
score down to just 22 points, camping 
out in the Crusaders half for most of the 
final quarter and claiming a consolation 
try as Chris Haynes collected Shaun 
Orton’s kick through to score the Eagles 
first competitive try, with Vicky Brooks 
on target with the conversion to make 
the final score 74-6. 


Team: Lottie Davis-Browne, Stacey 
Roulson, Shaun Orton, Stephen Cam- 
bell, Vicky Brooks. Interchanges: Chris 
Haynes, Will Brooks 


Tries: Chris Haynes (63) 


Goals: Vicky Brooks 1/1 
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Sheffield Eagles 4 — 110 Bradford Bulls 


Despite two early scores by Bradford 
through George Herd and Mike Knight, Shef- 
field showed their defensive steel keeping 
the visitors at pay for a solid quarter of an 
hour before Herd struck for his second and 
the floodgates opened to leave the Eagles 
trailing O-50 at the break, although home 
side showed plenty of flare in attack, with 
Vicky Brooks making ground with some 
clever dummies and Chris Haynes punching 
some holes in the defensive line. The Ea- 
gles persistence paid off in the second half 
with Stephen Campbell adding his name 

to the score sheet early in the first half, al- 
though Emma Pearson was off target with 
the conversion. Bradford continued to press, 
with Herd and Knight adding several further 
scores to the team sheet, with Scott Pyrah 
and Sam Stebbings also securing a hat-trick 
each for the visitors. 





Team: Shaun Orton, Lottie Davis-Browne, 
Stephen Campbell, Vicky Brooks, Chris 
Haynes. Interchanges: Will Brooks, Jenny 
Pearson, Jack Johnson, Emma Pearson, 
Stacey Roulson. 


Tries: Stephen Campbell (47) 


Goals: Emma Pearson O/1 
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Heritage 


The Eagles Foundation are delighted to announce the 
appointment of Richard King as the Foundation’s first 
| Heritage Project Officer. Richard will deliver the pro- 
“a ject “Sheffield Eagles — the story of a Rugby League 
¥ club battling against the odds” which recently secured 

_ £93,650 from the National Lottery Heritage Fund. This 
two year project will record and share the heritage of 
the Sheffield Eagles Rugby League Football Club for the 
first time through: 





Researching the archives of the club, in Sheffield Archives 
and at the Rugby Football League 


The digitisation of key documents and items from the club’s past which 
will then be catalogued and built into an online database, making them 
searchable and more widely accessible. 


Collecting the stories of officials, players, supporters and coaches from 
throughout the life of the club, recording and filming their stories. 


Training and supporting volunteers to take part in the project 


Sharing the stories through a website, pop-up exhibitions, learning 
packs, publications, films, podcasts, events and public talks. Working 
with the local community within the immediate area around the Shef- 
field Olympic Legacy Park and the wider city to involve them in the 
activities 


“I can’t wait to start in the job and am really looking forward to collect- 
ing and sharing the stories of the Club over the last 38 years” enthused 
Richard. “As a supporter of the Club since 1989 I’ve lived through the 
high and lows - from the Challenge Cup win in 1998 to the loss of the 
club in its original form and the new club starting in 2000. Throughout 
my working life I’ve been involved in a variety of community, arts and 
heritage projects. I’ve been fortunate to lead Heritage Fund projects 
before, that have won awards and brought stories to life so look forward 
to bringing that experience to this project.” 


The project will work with the existing supporters of the Club, potential 
new fans, past and present players of the club, past and present coach- 
ing staff, those involved in establishing the club, heritage enthusiasts, 
local schools and the broader community of Sheffield. The project is not 
just focused on those interested in Rugby League but those interested 
in history, those who live in the area and those who aren’t interested in 
Rugby or history but are keen to get involved in interesting projects and 
hear interesting stories. 


“I’m looking forward to hearing directly from the players, coaches and 
supporters about their stories” continued Richard. “It’s going to be really 
interesting finding the memorabilia they may have, working with volun- 
teers and sharing the stories through a new website, exhibitions, publi- 
cations, talks, films and podcasts. This project isn’t just for fans though 

- it’s about anyone who is interested in sport, in heritage or interesting 
stories. I’m looking forward to working with as wide a range of people 
as possible and celebrating the way the Sheffield Eagles have survived 
against all the odd.” 
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